LearnlUINI GLOSSARY

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

Advanced Skill Certificate in Injury Rehabilitation for Personal Trainers

Advanced Musculoskeletal Assessment

A — Anterior Pelvic Tilt

Related terms: Posterior pelvic tilt, lumbar lordosis, hip flexors. Definition: Forward rotation of the pelvis
causing increased lumbar curve. Example: A client with tight hip flexors often exhibits this pattern during
squats. Application: Assess by palpating the ASIS and PSIS; correct with hip extensors and core activation.
Challenges: Differentiating true tilt from compensatory lumbar extension.

Abduction — movement away from the midline. Related terms: Adduction, scapular plane, hip abduction.
Definition: Lateral displacement of a limb in the frontal plane. Example: Side-lying leg lifts isolate gluteus
medius. Application: Use to evaluate muscular imbalances in lower limb. Challenges: Ensuring proper
alignment to avoid shear forces at the knee.

Acromioclavicular (AC) Joint — joint between acromion and clavicle. Related terms: Clavicle, scapula,
shoulder girdle. Definition: A planar synovial joint permitting limited gliding. Example: A grade Il AC joint
sprain presents with tenderness over the joint. Application: Palpate during shoulder assessment; stability
tests include cross-body adduction. Challenges: Distinguishing AC pathology from clavicular fracture.

Active Range of Motion (AROM) — movement performed by the client. Related terms: Passive range of
motion, ROM, flexibility. Definition: The extent of movement a person can achieve using their own muscle
contraction. Example: Client performs seated forward flexion to assess hamstring flexibility. Application:
Baseline measure for rehabilitation progress. Challenges: Pain inhibition may limit true capacity.

Anterior Cruciate Ligament (ACL) — primary knee stabilizer. Related terms: Posterior cruciate ligament, knee
joint, valgus stress. Definition: Intra-articular ligament preventing anterior translation of tibia. Example: An
ACL tear often results from sudden deceleration and pivoting. Application: Assess via Lachman test;
rehabilitation includes neuromuscular training. Challenges: Graft selection and return-to-sport criteria.

Anterior Talofibular Ligament (ATFL) — lateral ankle stabilizer. Related terms: Calcaneofibular ligament, ankle
sprain, inversion injury. Definition: Ligament connecting talus to fibula, most commonly injured in ankle
sprains. Example: A Grade | sprain shows mild swelling and tenderness over ATFL. Application: Stress test
with foot in plantarflexion and inversion. Challenges: Chronic instability may require proprioceptive training.

Anterior Tilt — forward rotation of a segment. Related terms: Posterior tilt, pelvic alignment, lumbar flexion.
Definition: Movement where the superior surface of a bone tilts anteriorly. Example: Excessive anterior tilt of
the lumbar spine during deadlifts. Application: Cue “push the hips back” to correct. Challenges:
Differentiating from thoracic kyphosis.

Arthrokinematics — joint surface motion. Related terms: Arthrodesis, joint play, accessory movements.
Definition: Subtle motions (roll, glide, spin) occurring between articular surfaces. Example: Knee roll-glide
during flexion. Application: Joint mobilization techniques target specific arthrokinematic patterns.
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Challenges: Therapist must isolate accessory movements without pain.

Ask-Ask-Ask (AAA) Technique — communication strategy. Related terms: Client interview, active listening,
motivational interviewing. Definition: Asking three sequential questions to clarify client goals. Example:
“What is your main objective? How will you know you've succeeded? What will you do if you encounter
barriers?”

Application: Improves adherence to rehab programs. Challenges: Time constraints in busy gym settings.

Assessment of Muscular Endurance — stamina evaluation. Related terms: Muscular strength, fatigue,
repetitions. Definition: Ability of a muscle to sustain repeated contractions over time. Example: 30-Second
plank for core endurance. Application: Baseline to prescribe circuit training. Challenges: Controlling for
motivation and technique.

Back-Squat — lower-body compound exercise. Related terms: Front squat, depth, bar path. Definition: Squat
performed with barbell resting across the upper trapezius. Example: Athlete performs 3 sets of 5 reps at
80% 1RM. Application: Assess lower-body strength and hip-knee coordination. Challenges: Ensuring neutral
spine to avoid lumbar compression.

Barbell Hip Thrust — glute-dominant movement. Related terms: Glute bridge, lumbar extension, posterior
chain. Definition: Hip extension performed while the upper back rests on a bench and load rests on the hips.
Example: 12-Rep set with progressive overload. Application: Isolates gluteus maximus for hypertrophy.
Challenges: Maintaining pelvic neutral to prevent lumbar strain.

Biomechanics — study of forces on the body. Related terms: Kinematics, kinetics, gait analysis. Definition:
Analysis of mechanical principles applied to human movement. Example: Calculating joint torques during a
squat. Application: Informs exercise selection and technique modification. Challenges: Translating lab data
to practical coaching cues.

Bone Mineral Density (BMD) — measure of bone health. Related terms: Osteoporosis, DEXA scan, trabecular
bone. Definition: Quantity of mineral content per unit area of bone. Example: Postmenopausal client with
low BMD may need low-impact training. Application: Adjust loading patterns to protect skeletal integrity.
Challenges: Limited access to diagnostic tools in fitness settings.

Bradford Test — spinal mobility assessment. Related terms: Flexion-extension, lumbar spine, thoracic spine.
Definition: Client bends forward and returns to neutral; therapist observes segmental motion. Example:
Limited lumbar flexion suggests thoracic restriction. Application: Guide mobility drills for spinal health.
Challenges: Subjectivity of visual assessment.

Bridge Test — core stability evaluation. Related terms: Planks, lumbar endurance, glute activation. Definition:
Client lies supine and lifts pelvis, maintaining a neutral spine. Example: Time held indicates core endurance.
Application: Monitor progress in rehabilitation of low back pain. Challenges: Compensatory lumbar
extension may mask true core strength.

Burpee — full-body conditioning movement. Related terms: Plyometrics, metabolic demand, cardiovascular
fitness. Definition: Combination of squat, plank, push-up, and jump. Example: 15-Second max reps for HIIT
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interval. Application: Assess anaerobic capacity and functional strength. Challenges: High impact on
shoulders and knees for clients with joint issues.

Calf Raise — ankle plantarflexion exercise. Related terms: Gastrocnemius, soleus, ankle dorsiflexion.
Definition: Lifting the heel off the ground while standing. Example: 3 Sets of 15 reps on a step for eccentric
loading. Application: Strengthens plantarflexors for sprinting and jumping. Challenges: Maintaining proper
knee angle to target soleus vs gastrocnemius.

Campbell's Test — hamstring flexibility. Related terms: Straight-leg raise, passive stretch, muscle length.
Definition: Client supine, leg raised while knee remains extended; angle measured. Example: 70° Hip flexion
indicates adequate hamstring length. Application: Informs need for hamstring mobility work. Challenges:
Pain may limit true measurement.

Canalisation — neural pathway formation. Related terms: Neuroplasticity, proprioception, motor learning.
Definition: Process by which repeated movement patterns become more efficient. Example: Consistent
squat technique refines motor pathways. Application: Use progressive overload to reinforce proper
movement. Challenges: Maladaptive patterns may become entrenched.

Capillary Refill Time — circulatory assessment. Related terms: Perfusion, pulse oximetry, peripheral vascular
status. Definition: Time taken for color to return after pressure is released from a nail bed. Example: Refill
Cardiorespiratory Fitness — aerobic capacity. Related terms: VO2 max, lactate threshold, endurance.
Definition: Ability of the heart, lungs, and blood to supply oxygen during sustained activity. Example:
Treadmill test predicts performance in long-distance runs. Application: Prescribe interval training based on
fitness level. Challenges: Individual variability in response to training.

Cartilage — articular tissue covering bones. Related terms: Meniscus, synovial fluid, degenerative joint
disease. Definition: Smooth, avascular tissue that reduces friction in joints. Example: Knee cartilage
degeneration leads to osteoarthritis. Application: Low-impact exercise preserves cartilage health.
Challenges: Limited healing capacity necessitates preventive strategies.

Center of Mass (COM) — point of balance. Related terms: Base of support, stability, biomechanics. Definition:
Location where the mass of the body is evenly distributed. Example: Shifting COM forward during a lunge
increases quadriceps demand. Application: Cue "keep your weight centered” for balance drills. Challenges:
Altered COM in clients with asymmetrical limb lengths.

Center of Pressure (COP) — point of ground reaction. Related terms: Force plate, balance, postural sway.
Definition: Location on the support surface where resultant pressure is applied. Example: COP tracking
reveals instability in single-leg stance. Application: Biofeedback tools improve proprioception. Challenges:
Equipment cost limits widespread use.

Chest Press — upper-body pushing exercise. Related terms: Bench press, pectoralis major, shoulder flexion.
Definition: Pressing a load away from the chest while lying supine or seated. Example: 3x10 Reps at
moderate load for hypertrophy. Application: Assess chest strength and shoulder stability. Challenges:
Excessive shoulder protraction may cause impingement.
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Circumduction — circular joint movement. Related terms: Flexion, extension, abduction, adduction.
Definition: Combination of movements producing a cone-shaped path. Example: Shoulder circumduction
used in warm-up drills. Application: Improves joint lubrication and range. Challenges: Excessive speed can
compromise form.

Clonus — rhythmic muscular contractions. Related terms: Spasticity, hyperreflexia, neurological assessment.
Definition: Series of involuntary, alternating muscle contractions following a sudden stretch. Example: Ankle
clonus observed after a stroke. Application: Indicates need for neuromuscular inhibition techniques.
Challenges: Differentiating from voluntary tremor.

Closed-Chain Exercise — distal segment fixed. Related terms: Open-chain, weight-bearing, functional
movement. Definition: Movement where the hand or foot remains in contact with a stable surface. Example:
Push-up is a closed-chain upper-body exercise. Application: Enhances joint stability and proprioception.
Challenges: Limited isolation of specific muscles.

Co-Contraction — simultaneous activation of agonist and antagonist. Related terms: Muscle synergy, joint
stabilization, neuromuscular control. Definition: Concurrent firing of opposing muscle groups to increase
joint stiffness. Example: Quadriceps-hamstring co-contraction during landing. Application: Training
improves knee joint protection. Challenges: Excessive co-contraction reduces movement efficiency.

Compensatory Movement — alternative pattern due to limitation. Related terms: Motor control, dysfunction,
abnormal biomechanics. Definition: Substitution of a movement when the primary pattern is restricted.
Example: Hip hiking during squat when ankle dorsiflexion is limited. Application: Identify and correct to
prevent injury. Challenges: Ingrained habits are hard to modify.

Concentric Contraction — muscle shortens while generating force. Related terms: Eccentric, isometric, muscle
action. Definition: Active shortening of muscle fibers during contraction. Example: Upward phase of a biceps
curl. Application: Program concentric overload for strength gains. Challenges: Risk of overloading joints if
technique is poor.

Core Stability — trunk control. Related terms: Transverse abdominis, lumbar spine, functional movement.
Definition: Ability to maintain spinal alignment while extremities move. Example: Maintaining neutral spine
during single-leg deadlift. Application: Essential for injury prevention in dynamic sports. Challenges:
Assessing true core engagement versus superficial activation.

Cortical Map — brain representation of body parts. Related terms: Neuroplasticity, motor cortex,
somatosensory. Definition: Spatial arrangement of neuronal activity corresponding to muscle control.
Example: Repetitive squat training refines the cortical map for lower limbs. Application: Use motor learning
principles to enhance skill acquisition. Challenges: Maladaptive maps can develop after injury.

Cranio-Sacral Therapy — gentle manual technique. Related terms: Fascial release, spinal rhythm, somatic
dysfunction. Definition: Manipulation of the cranial bones and sacrum to improve fluid flow. Example: Client
reports reduced headache after session. Application: Adjunctive modality for chronic neck pain. Challenges:
Limited evidence base; requires specialized training.
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Cross-Education — training the uninjured limb. Related terms: Contralateral training, neural adaptation,
unilateral rehab. Definition: Strength gains in the non-trained limb following unilateral exercise. Example:
Injured leg shows improvement after training opposite leg. Application: Useful during early rehab when
injured side is immobilized. Challenges: Magnitude of transfer varies among individuals.

CrossFit — high-intensity functional training. Related terms: WOD, metabolic conditioning, functional
movement. Definition: Program combining varied functional movements performed at high intensity.
Example: “Fran” consists of thrusters and pull-ups. Application: Assess client’s readiness for high-intensity
protocols. Challenges: Risk of technique breakdown under fatigue.

Cross-Sectional Area (CSA) — muscle size metric. Related terms: Hypertrophy, MRI, ultrasound. Definition:
Measurement of a muscle’s cross-sectional dimension, indicative of force potential. Example: Increased CSA
of quadriceps after 8-week strength program. Application: Monitor muscular adaptations. Challenges:
Imaging access and inter-tester reliability.

Crush Injury — high-force compression. Related terms: Compartment syndrome, blunt trauma, soft-tissue
damage. Definition: Injury resulting from sustained pressure that damages tissue. Example: Prolonged
bench press with weight on torso leading to rib contusion. Application: Educate clients on safe loading
practices. Challenges: Early detection is critical to prevent severe complications.

Cumulative Load — total stress over time. Related terms: Training volume, periodization, fatigue. Definition:
Sum of mechanical stress applied to tissues across sessions. Example: Weekly total of 10,000 kg lifted in
squat program. Application: Manage load to avoid overtraining. Challenges: Quantifying load for varied
exercise modalities.

Curvature — spinal alignment descriptor. Related terms: Lordosis, kyphosis, scoliosis. Definition: Deviation of
the spine from a neutral vertical plane. Example: Excessive lumbar lordosis may increase shear forces on
discs. Application: Corrective exercises target postural curvature. Challenges: Distinguishing structural from
functional curvature.

Cutaneous Reflex — skin-mediated response. Related terms: Reflex arc, proprioception, neuromuscular
control. Definition: Involuntary muscle contraction triggered by skin stimulation. Example: Tap on the sole
elicits withdrawal reflex. Application: Use to assess sensory pathways during neurological screening.
Challenges: Subtle responses may be missed without proper technique.

Decompression — reduction of pressure. Related terms: Spinal traction, joint distraction, nerve impingement.
Definition: Therapeutic technique to alleviate compressive forces on tissues. Example: Lumbar traction for
disc herniation symptoms. Application: Integrate into rehab protocols for radicular pain. Challenges:
Appropriate dosing and contraindications.

Denervation — loss of nerve supply. Related terms: Atrophy, reinnervation, neuromuscular junction.
Definition: Interruption of neural input to a muscle, leading to functional loss. Example: Post-surgical nerve
injury causing quadriceps weakness. Application: Employ electrical stimulation to mitigate atrophy.
Challenges: Permanent deficits may limit recovery.
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Detraining — loss of adaptations. Related terms: De-conditioning, training cessation, performance decline.
Definition: Reduction in physiological performance after a period of inactivity. Example: VO2 max decreases
after 3 weeks of no cardio. Application: Plan maintenance sessions during holidays. Challenges: Variability in
rate of decline among individuals.

Dynamic Stretching — movement-based flexibility. Related terms: Static stretch, active range, warm-up.
Definition: Controlled, active movements that gently lengthen muscles. Example: Leg swings before sprint
drills. Application: Improve functional range without compromising performance. Challenges: Ensuring
proper technique to avoid strain.

Dynamic Stability — ability to maintain control during movement. Related terms: Balance, proprioception,
reactive control. Definition: Capacity to preserve joint alignment while the body is in motion. Example:
Single-leg hop test assesses lower-limb dynamic stability. Application: Program plyometric drills to enhance.
Challenges: Fatigue can rapidly diminish stability.

Eccentric Contraction — muscle lengthens under load. Related terms: Concentric, isometric, negative work.
Definition: Controlled lengthening of muscle fibers while maintaining tension. Example: Lowering phase of a
deadlift. Application: Effective for tendon remodeling and strength gains. Challenges: Higher delayed onset
muscle soreness (DOMS) risk.

Electromyography (EMG) — muscle electrical activity measurement. Related terms: Biofeedback, motor unit
recruitment, surface EMG. Definition: Technique that records electrical potentials generated by muscle
fibers. Example: EMG shows increased gluteus medius activation during side-lying clamshells. Application:
Verify exercise technique and muscle recruitment patterns. Challenges: Signal interference and need for
proper electrode placement.

Elastic Recovery — tendon healing phase. Related terms: Collagen synthesis, remodeling, viscoelasticity.
Definition: Period where tendon regains elasticity after loading. Example: Gradual return to plyometrics after
Achilles strain. Application: Schedule progressive loading respecting recovery timelines. Challenges:
Premature high-impact work can cause re-injury.

Elasticity — ability to return to original shape. Related terms: Stiffness, compliance, viscoelastic tissue.
Definition: Property of tissues to resume length after deformation. Example: Ankle joint elasticity affects
sprint mechanics. Application: Incorporate mobility drills to maintain elasticity. Challenges: Age-related loss
reduces flexibility.

Electrical Impedance Myography (EIM) — tissue health assessment. Related terms: Muscle quality,
bioimpedance, diagnostic imaging. Definition: Non-invasive technique measuring resistance of muscle to
electrical current. Example: Lower impedance indicates muscle atrophy. Application: Monitor recovery after
immobilization. Challenges: Equipment cost and interpretation expertise.

Elevated Knee Flexion — excessive knee bend in squat. Related terms: Depth, hip-knee coordination, anterior
knee stress. Definition: Knee angle beyond optimal range, increasing joint loading. Example: Knees past 90°
in high-rep squat leading to patellar stress. Application: Cue “push knees out” and monitor depth.
Challenges: Limited ankle dorsiflexion may force compensatory knee flexion.
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Endurance Training — prolonged aerobic work. Related terms: VO2 max, lactate threshold, cardiovascular
adaptation. Definition: Exercise protocol designed to improve the ability to sustain submaximal effort.
Example: 45-Minute steady-state run at 70% HRmax. Application: Prescribe for clients needing stamina for
sport. Challenges: Balancing intensity to avoid overtraining.

Exercise Prescription — individualized program design. Related terms: Periodization, SMART goals,
progression. Definition: Systematic selection of type, intensity, volume, and frequency of exercise. Example:
3 Days/week resistance, 2 days/week cardio for weight loss. Application: Aligns training with client
assessment data. Challenges: Adjusting for lifestyle constraints and injury history.

External Rotation — turning a limb away from the midline. Related terms: Internal rotation, shoulder
impingement, hip external rotators. Definition: Movement where the distal segment rotates outward around
its longitudinal axis. Example: External rotation of the shoulder during a “throw-away” drill. Application:
Strengthen rotator cuff to improve shoulder stability. Challenges: Limited ROM may indicate capsular
tightness.

FAI — Femoroacetabular Impingement

Related terms: Cam lesion, pincer lesion, hip arthroscopy. Definition: Abnormal contact between femoral
head-neck junction and acetabular rim causing pain and limited motion. Example: Client reports groin pain
during deep squats. Application: Modify hip flexion depth and incorporate mobility work. Challenges:
Diagnosing without imaging; may require specialist referral.

Fascial Release — manual technique targeting connective tissue. Related terms: Myofascial trigger point,
soft-tissue manipulation, tissue glide. Definition: Sustained pressure applied to fascia to improve elasticity
and reduce adhesions. Example: Therapist applies pressure along the iliotibial band to alleviate lateral knee
pain. Application: Incorporated into warm-up or rehab sessions. Challenges: Client discomfort and therapist
skill level.

Force Vector — direction of applied load. Related terms: Line of pull, torque, mechanical advantage.
Definition: Orientation of force relative to a joint axis. Example: Horizontal force vector during a bench press
targets pectoralis major. Application: Adjust exercise angles to emphasize specific muscles. Challenges:
Misaligned vectors increase joint stress.

Functional Movement Screen (FMS)

Related terms: Movement patterns, injury risk, screening tool. Definition: Series of seven fundamental
movements used to identify deficits. Example: A client scores low on the overhead squat, indicating mobility
limitations. Application: Guide corrective exercise selection. Challenges: Inter-rater reliability and predictive
validity.

Gait Analysis — evaluation of walking pattern. Related terms: Stride length, cadence, kinetic chain. Definition:
Systematic observation of foot-to-foot progression to identify abnormalities. Example: Excessive pronation
observed during stance phase. Application: Prescribe corrective orthotics or strengthening. Challenges:
Subtle deviations may require video analysis.

Gluteal Activation — recruitment of buttock muscles. Related terms: Hip extension, muscle firing, pelvic
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stability. Definition: Purposeful engagement of gluteus maximus, medius, and minimus during movement.
Example: “Hip thrust cue” to fire glutes before squat. Application: Essential for hip stability and lower-back
protection. Challenges: Clients with dominant hamstrings may struggle to activate glutes.

Goniometer — angle measuring device. Related terms: Range of motion, joint assessment, inclinometer.
Definition: Instrument used to quantify joint angles in degrees. Example: Measuring knee flexion to 120°
after rehab. Application: Track progress and set mobility goals. Challenges: Placement consistency influences
accuracy.

Ground Reaction Force (GRF) — force exerted by the ground. Related terms: Force plate, impulse, kinetic
chain. Definition: Vector sum of forces acting on the body during contact with a surface. Example: Peak GRF
during landing from a box jump. Application: Monitor loading patterns to reduce injury risk. Challenges:
Expensive equipment limits routine use.

Hamstring Flexibility — length of posterior thigh muscles. Related terms: Straight-leg raise, passive stretch,
muscle tension. Definition: Ability of hamstrings to elongate without resistance. Example: Client reaches 90°
hip flexion with knee extended. Application: Incorporate dynamic and static stretches. Challenges: Tightness
can increase lumbar strain during deadlifts.

Hand-Eye Coordination — synchrony of visual and motor systems. Related terms: Proprioception, reaction
time, motor skill. Definition: Ability to execute movements accurately based on visual input. Example:
Catching a medicine ball during plyometric drill. Application: Improve with agility ladder and ball drills.
Challenges: Fatigue diminishes coordination.

Harrington Test — shoulder stability assessment. Related terms: Apprehension test, sulcus sign,
glenohumeral joint. Definition: Examiner abducts the arm while applying anterior force to assess laxity.
Example: Increased translation indicates potential instability. Application: Guide rehabilitation of shoulder
dislocation. Challenges: Requires patient relaxation for accurate results.

Hip Flexor Length — extensibility of iliopsoas and rectus femoris. Related terms: Anterior pelvic tilt, lumbar
lordosis, stretching. Definition: Capacity of hip flexors to lengthen without resistance. Example: Client can
achieve 30° of hip extension beyond neutral. Application: Integrate hip flexor stretch to improve squat
depth. Challenges: Chronic tightness may be resistant to change.

Hip Hinge — posterior chain movement pattern. Related terms: Deadlift, lumbar spine, posterior chain.
Definition: Bending at the hips while maintaining a neutral spine. Example: Cue “push hips back” during
kettlebell swing. Application: Protects lumbar spine during loading. Challenges: Clients with limited ankle
dorsiflexion may compensate with lumbar flexion.

Hip Internal Rotation — turning the femur toward the midline. Related terms: External rotation, hip joint,
adductor muscles. Definition: Movement where the femur rotates inward around its longitudinal axis.
Example: Limited internal rotation contributes to knee valgus during squat. Application: Assess and improve
via adductor strengthening and capsular mobilization. Challenges: Structural bony limitations may restrict
gains.
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Hip Stability — control of femoral head within acetabulum. Related terms: Gluteus medius, core activation,
dynamic stability. Definition: Ability to maintain hip joint alignment during static and dynamic tasks.
Example: Single-leg balance with minimal pelvic drop indicates good hip stability. Application: Integrate
lateral band walks and single-leg deadlifts. Challenges: Compensatory lumbar extension may mask hip
weakness.

Hip Thrust — glute-dominant hip extension. Related terms: Glute bridge, posterior chain, lumbar spine.
Definition: Hip extension performed with the upper back supported and load placed on the hips. Example:
Progressive overload from bodyweight to 200 kg barbell. Application: Primary exercise for glute
hypertrophy. Challenges: Maintaining neutral spine to avoid lumbar compression.

Hypertrophy — increase in muscle fiber size. Related terms: Sarcoplasmic, myofibrillar, training volume.
Definition: Enlargement of muscle cells resulting from resistance training adaptations. Example: 8-12 Rep
range with moderate load induces hypertrophic response. Application: Program periodization with sufficient
volume and nutrition. Challenges: Plateau may require variation in stimulus.

Impingement — compression of soft tissue. Related terms: Subacromial space, rotator cuff, shoulder pain.
Definition: Mechanical narrowing that traps tendons or bursae between bony structures. Example: Painful
overhead reaching due to supraspinatus impingement. Application: Modify arm elevation angle and
strengthen rotator cuff. Challenges: Chronic inflammation may require medical intervention.

Inertial Training — resistance based on acceleration. Related terms: Flywheel, eccentric overload, kinetic
chain. Definition: Equipment that provides resistance proportional to the speed of movement. Example:
Flywheel squat delivering high eccentric load. Application: Enhance eccentric strength and tendon stiffness.
Challenges: Learning curve for proper technique.

Injury Surveillance — systematic data collection. Related terms: Epidemiology, risk factors, reporting.
Definition: Ongoing monitoring of injuries within a population to identify patterns. Example: Tracking
lower-back incidents in a CrossFit class. Application: Inform preventive program adjustments. Challenges:
Accurate reporting and confidentiality.

Isokinetic Testing — constant-speed strength assessment. Related terms: Dynamometer, torque curve,
angular velocity. Definition: Measurement of muscle force output while the limb moves at a preset speed.
Example: Knee extensor torque at 60°/s. Application: Identify side-to-side strength imbalances. Challenges:
Equipment cost and need for skilled operation.

Isometric Contraction — muscle generates force without length change. Related terms: Static hold, tension,
muscle activation. Definition: Contraction where muscle length remains constant while force is produced.
Example: Plank hold for core endurance. Application: Useful for early rehab when joint movement is limited.
Challenges: Limited functional transfer if not progressed.

Joint Capsule — connective tissue envelope. Related terms: Synovial fluid, ligaments, arthrokinematics.
Definition: Fibrous tissue surrounding a synovial joint providing stability and lubrication. Example: Capsular
tightening contributes to reduced hip internal rotation. Application: Mobilization techniques aim to improve
capsular flexibility. Challenges: Excessive laxity may predispose to instability.
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Joint Play — accessory movement. Related terms: Arthrokinematics, glide, translation. Definition: Small,
involuntary movements that occur within a joint's physiological limits. Example: Posterior glide of the tibia
during knee flexion. Application: Assess with orthopedic testing to identify restrictions. Challenges:
Distinguishing pathological restriction from normal variation.

Kinetic Chain — interrelated body segments. Related terms: Proximal, distal, force transmission. Definition:
Concept that movement of one segment influences others through connective tissues. Example: Poor hip
stability affecting knee valgus during landing. Application: Program holistic exercises that address chain
integrity. Challenges: Isolating a single joint without affecting the chain.

Knee Valgus — inward collapse of the knee. Related terms: Hip abduction, dynamic valgus, ACL injury.
Definition: Medial deviation of the knee relative to the foot during load-bearing activities. Example:
Observed during single-leg squat. Application: Strengthen gluteus medius and improve proprioception.
Challenges: Habitual movement patterns can be resistant to change.

Latissimus Dorsi — broad back muscle. Related terms: Pull-up, scapular depression, shoulder extension.
Definition: Large muscle originating from the lower spine and inserting on the humerus, facilitating pulling
motions. Example: Assisted pull-up targeting lat activation. Application: Essential for rowing and climbing
movements. Challenges: Over-reliance can lead to shoulder impingement if scapular control is poor.

Lateral Band Walk — hip abductor exercise. Related terms: Gluteus medius, resistance band, dynamic
stability. Definition: Lateral stepping while maintaining tension on a band around the thighs. Example: 3 Sets
of 15 steps each direction. Application: Improves hip stability and reduces knee valgus. Challenges:
Maintaining proper knee alignment throughout movement.

Leg Press — lower-body machine exercise. Related terms: Quadriceps, hip extension, load distribution.
Definition: Pressing a weighted platform away using the legs while seated. Example: 4 Sets of 12 reps at
70% 1RM. Application: Alternative to free-weight squats for clients with limited mobility. Challenges:
Potential for excessive knee flexion leading to joint stress.

Lever Mechanics — force amplification principle. Related terms: Fulcrum, moment arm, mechanical
advantage. Definition: Relationship between effort, load, and distance from the pivot point. Example: Longer
lever arm in a biceps curl increases torque at the elbow. Application: Adjust exercise positions to target
specific muscles. Challenges: Improper lever length can increase joint stress.

Load Management — monitoring training stress. Related terms: Periodization, recovery, overtraining.
Definition: Systematic approach to balancing training stimulus with adequate rest. Example: Using session
RPE to adjust weekly volume. Application: Prevents injury and optimizes performance. Challenges: Individual
variability in recovery rates.

Mobility — active range of motion. Related terms: Flexibility, dynamic stretch, joint health. Definition: Ability
to move a joint through its full, functional range with control. Example: Thoracic rotation for overhead squat
depth. Application: Incorporate mobility drills in warm-up. Challenges: Distinguishing between true mobility
deficits and motor control issues.

Read online: https://learnuni.com/glossaries/29345983/advanced- LearnUNI - 29 Jul 2026
musculoskeletal-assessment



LearnlUINI GLOSSARY

LEARNING SHOULD BE FREE

Motor Unit Recruitment — activation of muscle fibers. Related terms: EMG, firing rate, strength training.
Definition: Process by which the nervous system enlists additional motor units to increase force. Example:
High-intensity lifts recruit larger motor units. Application: Progressive overload ensures continued
recruitment. Challenges: Fatigue reduces recruitment efficiency.

Muscle Imbalance — disproportionate strength or flexibility. Related terms: Dominant limb, antagonist,
compensatory pattern. Definition: Condition where opposing muscle groups differ markedly in
performance. Example: Strong quadriceps but weak hamstrings increasing ACL risk. Application: Corrective
exercises target lagging muscles. Challenges: Identifying subtle imbalances requires comprehensive testing.

Muscle Spindles — proprioceptive sensory organs. Related terms: Golgi tendon organ, reflex, stretch reflex.
Definition: Specialized muscle fibers that detect changes in length and speed. Example: Rapid stretch
triggers reflex contraction to protect muscle. Application: Incorporate controlled eccentric work to enhance
spindle sensitivity. Challenges: Over-activation can cause excessive muscle tension.

Myofascial Trigger Point — hyperirritable spot. Related terms: Referred pain, palpation, fascial release.
Definition: Localized area of taut muscle fibers causing pain on compression. Example: Trigger point in the
upper trapezius radiating to the neck. Application: Treat with pressure release and stretching. Challenges:
Multiple points may coexist, requiring systematic approach.

Neuromuscular Control — coordinated muscle activation. Related terms: Proprioception, motor learning,
balance. Definition: Ability of the nervous system to produce precise, timely muscle responses. Example:
Maintaining single-leg stance on an unstable surface. Application: Essential for injury prevention and
performance. Challenges: Deteriorates with fatigue and after injury.

Neuromuscular Junction — synapse between nerve and muscle. Related terms: Acetylcholine, motor
end-plate, transmission. Definition: Site where motor neuron releases neurotransmitter to trigger muscle
contraction. Example: Impaired transmission can cause myasthenia gravis symptoms. Application:
Understanding helps explain fatigue mechanisms. Challenges: Diseases affecting the junction are rare but
impactful.

Oblique Muscles — trunk rotators. Related terms: Core stability, rotational strength, transverse abdominis.
Definition: Group of muscles on the sides of the abdomen that facilitate trunk rotation and lateral flexion.
Example: Russian twist targeting obliques. Application: Important for sports requiring twisting motions.
Challenges: Ensuring balanced development to avoid spinal asymmetry.

Open-Chain Exercise — distal segment free. Related terms: Closed-chain, isolation, weight-bearing.
Definition: Movement where the hand or foot moves freely in space. Example: Leg extension machine.
Application: Isolates specific muscles for targeted strengthening. Challenges: May place higher shear forces
on joints.

Orthopedic Screening — injury risk assessment. Related terms: Functional movement, musculoskeletal exam,
palpation. Definition: Systematic evaluation of joints, muscles, and movement patterns to identify potential
problems. Example: Screening athletes before season start. Application: Informs individualized program
design. Challenges: Time constraints and need for practitioner expertise.
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Overhead Squat — full-body stability test. Related terms: Mobility, core control, scapular positioning.
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