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Certificate in Advanced Pigeon Health and Wellness

Nutrition and Feeding Practices

Acidosis
Definition: Acidosis is a condition characterized by an excessive level of acid in the body. In pigeons,
acidosis can occur as a result of improper feeding practices, such as feeding a diet high in grains and low in
greens.

Antioxidants
Definition: Antioxidants are substances that can prevent or slow damage to cells caused by free radicals. In
pigeon nutrition, antioxidants play a crucial role in maintaining overall health and preventing diseases.

Avian Nutrition
Definition: Avian nutrition refers to the study of the dietary needs of birds, including pigeons.
Understanding avian nutrition is essential for maintaining the health and well-being of pigeons in captivity.

Balanced Diet
Definition: A balanced diet is one that provides all the essential nutrients in the right proportions to meet
the body's needs. For pigeons, a balanced diet includes a mix of grains, greens, fruits, and protein sources.

Crop Milk
Definition: Crop milk is a specialized secretion produced by the crop of pigeons and other birds to feed
their young. It is rich in proteins, fats, and other nutrients essential for the growth and development of
chicks.

Dehydration
Definition: Dehydration occurs when the body loses more fluids than it takes in. Pigeons can become
dehydrated due to hot weather, illness, or inadequate access to water. Dehydration can lead to serious
health issues if not addressed promptly.

Electrolytes
Definition: Electrolytes are minerals that carry an electric charge and are essential for various bodily
functions. In pigeons, electrolytes help maintain proper hydration, nerve function, and muscle contraction.

Fatty Liver Disease
Definition: Fatty liver disease is a condition characterized by the accumulation of fat in the liver. In pigeons,
fatty liver disease can result from a diet high in fats and low in essential nutrients.

Grit
Definition: Grit is small, hard particles that birds consume to help break down food in their gizzards. Pigeons
need access to grit to aid in digestion and nutrient absorption.

Heterophagy
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Definition: Heterophagy is the practice of consuming food from sources other than the natural diet. In
pigeons, heterophagy can occur when birds scavenge for food in urban environments.

Immune System
Definition: The immune system is the body's defense mechanism against infections and diseases. Proper
nutrition is essential for maintaining a healthy immune system in pigeons and preventing illnesses.

Jejunum
Definition: The jejunum is the middle part of the small intestine where most nutrient absorption takes place.
Ensuring the health of the jejunum is crucial for optimal digestion and nutrient utilization in pigeons.

Keratin
Definition: Keratin is a tough protein that makes up the outer layer of feathers, beaks, and claws in birds. A
diet rich in protein is essential for pigeons to maintain healthy keratin structures.

Liver Function
Definition: Liver function refers to the ability of the liver to perform its various metabolic and detoxification
functions. Proper nutrition is essential for maintaining optimal liver function in pigeons.

Malnutrition
Definition: Malnutrition occurs when the body does not receive enough nutrients to maintain health and
function properly. In pigeons, malnutrition can result from an imbalanced diet or poor feeding practices.

Neonatal Nutrition
Definition: Neonatal nutrition refers to the dietary needs of newborn pigeons. Providing adequate nutrition
to neonatal pigeons is crucial for their growth, development, and overall health.

Obesity
Definition: Obesity is a condition characterized by excess body fat that can negatively impact health. In
pigeons, obesity can result from overfeeding or a diet high in fats and carbohydrates.

Proventriculus
Definition: The proventriculus is the glandular part of the stomach responsible for secreting digestive
enzymes. Maintaining the health of the proventriculus is essential for proper digestion in pigeons.

Quill Mites
Definition: Quill mites are tiny parasites that infest the feather shafts of birds, including pigeons. Quill mites
can cause irritation, feather loss, and skin problems if left untreated.

Rickets
Definition: Rickets is a condition caused by a deficiency of vitamin D, calcium, or phosphorus, leading to
weakened bones and skeletal deformities. Providing adequate sunlight and a balanced diet can prevent
rickets in pigeons.

Supplement
Definition: A supplement is a product that contains vitamins, minerals, or other nutrients intended to
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supplement the diet. Supplements can be used to address specific nutritional deficiencies in pigeons.

Trichomoniasis
Definition: Trichomoniasis is a common parasitic infection in pigeons caused by the protozoan Trichomonas
gallinae. Proper nutrition and hygiene practices can help prevent and manage trichomoniasis outbreaks in
pigeon flocks.

Uropygial Gland
Definition: The uropygial gland, also known as the preen gland, is a specialized oil-producing gland located
near the base of the tail in birds. Pigeons use the oil from the uropygial gland to preen their feathers and
maintain waterproofing.

Vitamin Deficiency
Definition: Vitamin deficiency occurs when the body does not receive enough of a specific vitamin to
maintain health. Pigeons can develop vitamin deficiencies if their diet lacks essential vitamins such as
vitamin A, D, or E.

Waterfowl Nutrition
Definition: Waterfowl nutrition refers to the dietary needs of birds that inhabit aquatic environments, such
as ducks and geese. Understanding waterfowl nutrition can help pigeon owners provide a well-rounded diet
for their birds.

Xanthophylls
Definition: Xanthophylls are natural pigments found in plants that give fruits and vegetables their yellow to
red colors. Including xanthophyll-rich foods in the diet can help enhance the plumage coloration of
pigeons.

Yolk Sac
Definition: The yolk sac is a membranous sac that provides nutrients to developing bird embryos. In
pigeons, the yolk sac plays a crucial role in nourishing the embryo until it hatches.

Zoonotic Disease
Definition: A zoonotic disease is a disease that can be transmitted from animals to humans. By practicing
good hygiene and providing proper nutrition, pigeon owners can reduce the risk of zoonotic diseases
spreading within their flock.
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