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Advanced Certificate in Health Policy Analysis

Comparative Health Policy Analysis

Access: The ability of individuals or groups to obtain health care services, which is a critical aspect of
comparative health policy analysis. Access can be influenced by various factors, including geographic
location, socioeconomic status, and cultural background. Related terms include availability, utilization, and
quality of care.

Accountability: The responsibility of health care providers and organizations to ensure that they are
providing high-quality care and are answerable for their actions. This concept is essential in comparative
health policy analysis, as it helps to promote transparency and accountability in the health care system.
Related terms include governance, stewardship, and regulation.

Acute Care: A type of health care that focuses on the treatment of acute illnesses or injuries, which require
immediate medical attention. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the organization and
delivery of acute care services, including emergency departments and inpatient care. Related terms include
primary care, chronic care, and rehabilitation care.

Adverse Selection: A phenomenon in which health insurance plans attract a disproportionate number of
high-risk individuals, which can lead to increased costs and reduced profitability. Comparative health policy
analysis often explores strategies to mitigate adverse selection, such as risk adjustment and reinsurance.
Related terms include cherry-picking, cream-skimming, and risk pooling.

Agency Theory: A concept in health policy analysis that examines the relationships between principals (e.G.,
Patients) and agents (e.G., Healthcare providers). Agency theory helps to understand the incentives and
motivations of healthcare providers and how they impact health outcomes. Related terms include
stewardship, governance, and regulation.

Alternative Payment Models: Innovative approaches to reimbursement that aim to improve the quality and
efficiency of health care. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the effectiveness of alternative
payment models, such as value-based payment and capitation. Related terms include fee-for-service, pay-
for-performance, and bundled payment.

Assessment: The process of evaluating the quality and effectiveness of health care services, which is a critical
aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Assessment can involve quantitative and qualitative methods,
including surveys, focus groups, and clinical trials. Related terms include evaluation, monitoring, and quality
improvement.

Behavioral Health: A term that refers to the mental health and substance use disorders that affect
individuals and populations. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the organization and
delivery of behavioral health services, including prevention, treatment, and recovery support. Related terms
include mental health, substance abuse, and addiction..
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Budget Impact Analysis: A type of economic analysis that estimates the financial impact of a health care
intervention or policy on a health care system or organization. Comparative health policy analysis often uses
budget impact analysis to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of health care interventions. Related terms include
cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-utility analysis, and cost-benefit analysis.

Capitation: A payment arrangement in which a health care provider or organization receives a fixed fee per
patient, regardless of the number or type of services provided. Comparative health policy analysis often
examines the effectiveness of capitation as a payment model, including its impact on quality and access to
care.

Case Management: A coordinated approach to health care that involves a team of healthcare professionals
working together to manage the care of individuals with complex needs. Comparative health policy analysis
often examines the effectiveness of case management in improving health outcomes and reducing costs.
Related terms include care coordination, disease management, and patient navigation.

Chronic Care: A type of health care that focuses on the long-term management of chronic conditions, such
as diabetes and heart disease. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the organization and
delivery of chronic care services, including self-management support and care coordination. Related terms
include primary care, acute care, and rehabilitation care.

Clinical Governance: A framework for ensuring that health care organizations are accountable for the quality
of care they provide. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the effectiveness of clinical
governance in improving health outcomes and reducing risks. Related terms include quality improvement,
patient safety, and risk management.

Commissioning: The process of planning, procuring, and monitoring health care services, which is a critical
aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Commissioning can involve strategic planning, needs
assessment, and contract management. Related terms include procurement, contracting, and service level
agreements.

Community Health: A term that refers to the health and wellbeing of populations and communities.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the social and environmental determinants of
community health, including poverty, education, and housing. Related terms include public health, health
promotion, and disease prevention.

Comorbidity: The presence of one or more additional conditions co-occurring with a primary condition,
which can impact health outcomes and health care utilization. Comparative health policy analysis often
examines the prevalence and impact of comorbidity on health care systems and organizations. Related
terms include multimorbidity, complexity, and case mix.

Comparative Effectiveness Research: A type of research that compares the effectiveness of different health
care interventions or treatments. Comparative health policy analysis often uses comparative effectiveness
research to inform decision-making and policy development. Related terms include cost-effectiveness
analysis, cost-utility analysis, and health technology assessment.
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Complexity Science: A field of study that examines the complexity and interconnectedness of health care
systems and organizations. Comparative health policy analysis often uses complexity science to understand
the dynamics and behaviors of health care systems. Related terms include chaos theory, complex adaptive
systems, and network analysis.

Contracting: The! Process of negotiating and agreeing on the terms and conditions of health care services,
which is a critical aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Contracting can involve strategic planning,

needs assessment, and service level agreements. Related terms include procurement, commissioning, and
partnership working.

Cost-Benefit Analysis: A type of economic analysis that compares the costs and benefits of a health care
intervention or policy. Comparative health policy analysis often uses cost-benefit analysis to evaluate the
value and impact of health care interventions.

Cost-Effectiveness Analysis: A type of economic analysis that compares the costs and effectiveness of
different health care interventions or treatments. Comparative health policy analysis often uses cost-
effectiveness analysis to inform decision-making and policy development. Related terms include cost-
benefit analysis, cost-utility analysis, and health technology assessment.

Cost-Utility Analysis: A type of economic analysis that compares the costs and utility of different health care
interventions or treatments. Comparative health policy analysis often uses cost-utility analysis to evaluate
the value and impact of health care interventions. Related terms include cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-
benefit analysis, and health technology assessment.

Credentialing: The process of verifying the qualifications and competence of health care providers, which is
a critical aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Credentialing can involve education, training, and
certification. Related terms include licensure, accreditation, and regulation.

Decentralization: The process of transferring decision-making authority and responsibility from central
governments to local governments or health care organizations. Comparative health policy analysis often
examines the impact of decentralization on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include
centralization, devolution, and autonomy.

Disease Management: A coordinated approach to health care that involves a team of healthcare
professionals working together to manage the care of individuals with chronic conditions. Comparative
health policy analysis often examines the effectiveness of disease management in improving health
outcomes and reducing costs. Related terms include case management, care coordination, and patient
navigation.

Donabedian Model: A framework for evaluating the quality of health care, which includes structure, process,
and outcomes. Comparative health policy analysis often uses the Donabedian model to assess the quality of
health care services.

Drug Policy: A set of laws, regulations, and guidelines that govern the development, approval, and use of
pharmaceuticals. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of drug policy on health
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care systems and organizations. Related terms include pharmaceutical policy, prescription drug policy, and
public health policy.

Economic Evaluation: A type of analysis that examines the costs and benefits of health care interventions or
policies. Comparative health policy analysis often uses economic evaluation to inform decision-making and
policy development.

Effectiveness: The degree to which a health care intervention or policy achieves its intended outcomes.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the effectiveness of health care interventions and
policies. Related terms include efficiency, equity, and quality.

Efficiency: The ability of a health care system or organization to produce desired outcomes with the
minimum use of resources. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the efficiency of health care
systems and organizations. Related terms include effectiveness, equity, and quality.

Electronic Health Record: A digital version of a patient's medical history, which can improve the quality and
safety of health care. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of electronic health
records on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include health information technology,
telehealth, and interoperability.

Equity: The principle of fairness and justice in the distribution of health care resources and services.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the equity of health care systems and organizations.
Related terms include access, utilization, and quality of care.

Evidence-Based Medicine: An approach to health care that involves using the best available evidence to
inform clinical decisions. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of evidence-based
medicine on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include clinical guidelines, practice
parameters, and quality improvement.

Financial Management: The process of planning, implementing, and monitoring the financial activities of
health care organizations, which is a critical aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Financial
management can involve budgeting, forecasting, and cost control. Related terms include accounting,
auditing, and financial reporting.

Gatekeeper: A health care provider or organization that coordinates and manages the care of patients, often
serving as a point of entry into the health care system. Comparative health policy analysis often examines
the role of gatekeepers in health care systems and organizations. Related terms include primary care, case
management, and care coordination.

Global Health: A term that refers to the health and wellbeing of populations and communities globally.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the social and environmental determinants of global
health, including poverty, education, and housing.

Governance: The process of exercising authority and control over health care organizations and systems,
which is a critical aspect of comparative health policy analysis. Governance can involve strategic planning,
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leadership, and oversight. Related terms include management, stewardship, and regulation.

Health Disparities: The inequalities and disparities in health outcomes and health care access that exist
between different populations and groups. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the causes
and consequences of health disparities. Related terms include health inequities, health inequalities, and
social determinants of health.

Health Economics: A field of study that examines the economic aspects of health and health care, including
the production, distribution, and consumption of health care goods and services. Comparative health policy
analysis often uses health economics to inform decision-making and policy development. Related terms
include health policy, public health, and health care management.

Health Information Technology: The use of information and communication technologies to improve the
quality and safety of health care. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of health
information technology on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include electronic health
records, telehealth, and interoperability.

Health Insurance: A type of insurance that provides financial protection against health care costs.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of health insurance on health care systems
and organizations. Related terms include health care financing, health care access, and health care
utilization.

Health Promotion: The process of encouraging and supporting individuals and communities to adopt
healthy behaviors and lifestyles. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of health
promotion on health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include public health, health
education, and disease prevention.

Health Technology Assessment: A type of analysis that examines the clinical, economic, and social impact of
health care technologies. Comparative health policy analysis often uses health technology assessment to
inform decision-making and policy development. Related terms include cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-
utility analysis, and economic evaluation.

Home Care: A type of health care that is provided in the home or community, often for individuals with
chronic conditions or disabilities. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of home
care on health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include community care, long-term care,
and rehabilitation care.

Horizontal Equity: The principle of fairness and justice in the distribution of health care resources and
services between individuals with similar needs. Related terms include vertical equity, health disparities, and
social determinants of health.

Hospital Accreditation: The process of evaluating and certifying hospitals based on their quality and safety
standards. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of hospital accreditation on health
care systems and organizations. Related terms include quality improvement, patient safety, and regulation.
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Human Resources: The people and skills required to deliver health care services, which is a critical aspect of
comparative health policy analysis. Human resources can involve education, training, and workforce
planning. Related terms include health workforce, health care management, and organization development.

Incentives: The rewards or penalties that are used to motivate health care providers and organizations to
improve quality and efficiency. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of incentives
on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include pay-for-performance, value-based
payment, and quality improvement.

Integrated Care: A type of health care that involves the coordination and integration of different health care
services and providers. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of integrated care on
health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include care coordination, case management, and
patient navigation.

Interoperability: The ability of different health care systems and organizations to share and exchange
information and data. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of interoperability on
health care systems and organizations. Related terms include health information technology, electronic
health records, and data exchange.

Long-Term Care: A type of health care that is provided over an extended period of time, often for
individuals with chronic conditions or disabilities. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the
impact of long-term care on health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include home care,
community care, and rehabilitation care.

Managed Care: A type of health care that involves the coordination and management of health care services
and providers. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of managed care on health
outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include health maintenance organizations, preferred
provider organizations, and point of service plans.

Market Failure: A situation in which health care markets fail to allocate resources efficiently, often due to
information asymmetry, externalities, or market power. Comparative health policy analysis often examines
the causes and consequences of market failure. Related terms include government intervention, regulation,
and public policy.

Mental Health: A term that refers to the mental and emotional wellbeing of individuals and populations.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the social and environmental determinants of mental
health, including poverty, education, and housing. Related terms include behavioral health, substance
abuse, and addiction.

Network Analysis: A method of analyzing and visualizing the relationships and interactions between
different health care providers and organizations. Comparative health policy analysis often uses network
analysis to understand the structure and function of health care systems. Related terms include complexity
science, systems thinking, and social network analysis.

Outcomes Research: A type of research that examines the effects of health care interventions or policies on
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health outcomes and quality of life. Comparative health policy analysis often uses outcomes research to
inform decision-making and policy development. Related terms include health services research, health
policy research, and evaluation research.

Patient Safety: The reduction of harm or injury to patients as a result of health care interventions or errors.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of patient safety on health outcomes and
health care systems. Related terms include quality improvement, error reduction, and risk management.

Payment Reform: A type of reform that aims to improve the way health care is financed and paid for, often
through value-based payment or alternative payment models. Comparative health policy analysis often
examines the impact of payment reform on health care systems and organizations.

Pharmaceutical Policy: A set of laws, regulations, and guidelines that govern the development, approval, and
use of pharmaceuticals. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of pharmaceutical
policy on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include drug policy, prescription drug policy,
and public health policy.

Population Health: A term that refers to the health and wellbeing of populations and communities.
Comparative health policy analysis often examines the social and environmental determinants of population
health, including poverty, education, and housing.

Prevention: The process of preventing or reducing the risk of diseases or injuries, often through health
promotion, screening, or vaccination. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of
prevention on health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms include health promotion, disease
prevention, and public health.

Primary Care: A type of health care that involves the first level of contact between patients and the health
care system, often provided by family providers or general practitioners. Comparative health policy analysis
often examines the impact of primary care on health outcomes and health care systems. Related terms
include secondary care, tertiary care, and quaternary care.

Privatization: The process of transferring ownership or control of health care services or organizations from
the public to the private sector. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of
privatization on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include public-private partnerships,
outsourcing, and contracting.

Public Health: A term that refers to the health and wellbeing of populations and communities, often
focusing on prevention, promotion, and protection. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the
social and environmental determinants of public health, including poverty, education, and housing. Related
terms include health promotion, disease prevention, and population health.

Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborations between public and private sector organizations to deliver health
care services or improve health outcomes. Comparative health policy analysis often examines the impact of
public-private partnerships on health care systems and organizations. Related terms include privatization,
outsourcing, and contracting.
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Quality Improvement: The process of systematically improving the quality of health care services and
outcomes, often through evaluation, feedback, and change management.
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